
PRELUDE                                               “It Is Well with My Soul"                               arr. Janet Linker                       
                                                             Amy Bender, organ
                                          
WELCOME                                                                                                     Karen Scott, liturgist

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

The liturgical color is green for the 21st Sunday after Pentecost

*DOXOLOGY #94 
    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
    Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
    Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
    Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
FAITH IN ACTION                                     

*Congregation invited to stand if able

*OPENING HYMN                     “God of Grace and God of Glory”                            UMH 577

OPENING PRAYER

Children are invited to stay in worship or meet in the Narthex to go to Sunday School 

OFFERTORY  9:00                                    “As the Deer”                      Setting by Joel Raney

                 
                     11:00                                   “Open Prayer”                               Pepper Choplin     

                

*HYMN OF CENTERING                       “Be Still, My Soul”                                     UMH 534

THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                                           
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

ANTHEM 9:00                                      “Peace Like a River”                    Setting by Joel Raney 
                                                             Judy Elias, flute

                11:00                            “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                      arr. Mark Hayes
                                                             Chancel Choir

SHARING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

SILENT PRAYER

SCRIPTURE                                                                                              John 9:1-3, p. 758

Lord, when we suffer we want relief. We want it to stop.
God’s answer is not to remove suffering, but to redeem it.
Lord, when we suffer we want understanding. We want to know why.
God’s answer is not to explain suffering, but to grant the strength to bear it.
Lord, when we suffer we want control. We want power over our pain.
God’s answer is not control, but presence. God’s answer is the cross
and the resurrection. Even in suffering God is with us.

SHARING STORIES OF GOD AT WORK THROUGH CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

MESSAGE                    “Doubt & Faith VI: Why do the Innocent Suffer?”          
                                                      Rev. Steve Stultz Costello

HYMN OF MISSION                                  “Stand By Me”                                       UMH 512
Hymn History: The words and music to this hymn were written by Charles Albert Tindley.
Known as the “Grandfather of Gospel Music, Tindley wrote 47 hymns. His hymn, “I’ll
Overcome Someday” is credited with being the basis for the Civil Rights anthem “We Shall
Overcome”. Born a free African-American in Berlin, Maryland in 1851, Tindley saw the
hardships that slaves endured prior to the Civil War. Unable to go to school, he learned to
read by mouthing the letters and eventually the words from pieces of paper. He later
learned Hebrew and Greek. He passed the exam for ordination to become a Methodist
Deacon in 1887. He became an Elder in 1889. He served at various churches until 1902
when he was appointed as pastor of the Bainbridge Street United Methodist Church in
Philadelphia. This was the same church he had worked at as a janitor in the 1880s. Today
the church is known as the Tindley Temple United Methodist Church. Rev. Tindley died in
Philadelphia in 1933.

SCRIPTURE                                                                                            John 14:15-19, p. 764

BAPTISM 9:00                                      Rayland Fetch                                              UMH 39
                                                    Child of Allie & Joe Fetch

HYMN OF BAPTISM            “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”                     TFWS 2051
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Altar Flowers are presented by Sally Carr
In Loving Memory of parents, Cecil O. and Margaret Sprague

 For flowers, please contact Kathy Fellows at 440.477.4485

Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, Words of Assurance
from Adam Hamilton worship resources for this series

POSTLUDE                                                  "Epilogue”                                             Lani Smith             

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                      

*BENEDICTION SUNG RESPONSE        "Go Now In Peace"
   Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. 
   Go now in faith, steadfast, strong, and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. 
   Go now in love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
   God will be there watching from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 
   Amen. Amen. Amen.

Words & Music: Don Besig and Nancy Price, © 1988 Harold Flammer Music; All rights reserved.
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734977-A
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Members who are in need of prayer:
Karen Mancini, Marilyn Oliver,  Luke Sanvido, Lois Dyckman, Carol Anderson, Bob
Linsell, Pam Crawley, Patrick, Russ Lancaster, Dick & Nancy Smith, Eppler Family

Members admitted to Rehab, Assisted Living, or Nursing Home Facility:
The Enclave - Delores Tackett, Johanna Kessler, Dee Smith, Mary Lou Haines,
John Shetler, Carol Anderson, Doug Kepp
Salida Woods - Doris Sturm
Aristocrat Berea - Virginia Gilman
Parker Place - Bill Owen, Bob & Sandy Linsell, Deloris Parsons, Mary Ann Haycox
Grand River Health & Rehab - Beverly Hill
Tapestry - Gloria McFeely 
Symphony of Mentor - Lorraine Ahlstrom
Breckenridge/Fairmount - Patricia Laubscher
Village of St. Edward - Dale Porter
Holly Hill - Floyd Richards

U p c o m i n g
T h i s  W e e k

Tuesday, October 15

Monday, October 14

Wednesday, October 16

Thursday, October 17

Friday, October 18

Child & Caregiver Class
Knitting Group

Parent’s Morning Out
Carr Journey Group

Ring Journey Group
Trustees Meeting
Modern Worship Team

Wrestling With Doubt Class
Bell Choir rehearsal
Chancel Choir rehearsal
Charter Members Men’s Choir rehearsal

Mentor HS Game

Saturday, October 19
Treat Street
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Register for
Healthy Congregations Workshop
on Saturday, November 9th from 9 to 4 PM
Scan QR code for details

Treat Street
Families & friends of all ages are invited to our annual trunk-or-treat here at
MUMC. This event is FREE and will have CANDY, GAMES, POPCORN, and a family-
friendly HAUNTED HOUSE. We can’t wait to enjoy an afternoon with you on
October 19th from 3-5 PM. Sign up online to be a trunker.

Gingerbread 2024
Join us for this year’s Gingerbread House Arts & Crafts Show on Friday, November
8th from 4:00 PM - 8:30 PM and Saturday, November 9th from 10:00 AM - 3:00
PM. Learn more on our website

Service of Baptisms and New Members at the Lake
All are invited to attend a service of baptisms and new members at Headlands
Beach in Mentor on Sunday, October 20th at 4:00 PM. Please park in Lot 1 (the
furthest lot to the right) and follow the handicap accessible boardwalk down to
deck by the water. Anyone who has never been baptized is invited to be baptized.
All of us will renew our baptismal vows. We will also welcome new members.
Contact Pastor Steve if you have questions.

Advent Devotionals
This year for Advent members of our congregation have created an incredible and
meaningful devotional to celebrate the season. We are inviting any and all to
contribute pieces of art to be included in this booklet. Please submit by Monday,
October 21st. These are the themes to base your art on: God with Us: Hope
through vulnerability, Peace through embodiment, Joy through identity, Love
Beyond Love, and Found in Participation. For any questions or to look at the
devotional for more inspo, please contact Kenna: ktanner@mentorumc.org

Music at Seven: Snacks & Songs
Join us on Friday, October 25th at 7 PM in the Gallery for an exciting night of
music! We’ll enjoy a snack potluck and beautiful performances by Pastors, staff,
worship team members, and more! No RSVP necessary.

Support for All
Anyone with/who has health, mental, physical disabilities, or are caregivers, etc.
are invited to meet at MUMC on Monday, October 21st from 6-8 PM. At the
meeting you will hear about Paul David Tripp’s hope-filled book, “Suffering”, and
how to move forward with the hope of the gospel. No RSVP needed.

Congratulations to Paige & Andrew Stoker, who were married here in the
Sanctuary on Saturday, October 5, 2024.
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